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Ecology directed to aggressively pursue development of new water 

supplies for both instream and out-of-stream uses 

-  Significant investment in new storage and conservation 

• Capital: authorization for bonds of up to $200 million  

• Operating: $2.1 million and 15 FTEs 

-  2/3 of funds for study & construction of new storage & pump 

exchanges 

• 1/3 of new storage for improving streamflows to benefit fish 

• 2/3 of new storage for new out-of-stream uses 

-  1/3 of funds for all other water supply projects 

-  Legislative reporting on water supply and demand forecasts 



2/3 of development account: 
 

• Assess, plan, and develop new storage 

 
 

1/3 of development account: 
 

•Improve or alter existing storage facilities 

•Implement conservation projects 

•Any other actions to provide access to new water 

supplies (e.g., acquisitions, leases, marketing) 



Status of the Columbia River Basin Water Supply Account 

The pie chart shows the current appropriation of funds from the Columbia 

River basin Water supply Development Account. Under RCW 90.90.010(2)(b),  

two-thirds of the account must be spent on storage and one third for other purposes.  

The arrows surrounding the circle reflect this split. The pie slices that make up the circle 

reflect the allocated and remaining funds within each category. 

 

Projects funded by other sources such as 

State Building Construction Account and 

Operating Budget include:  

 

Programmatic Environmental Impact 

Statement Mainstem, Storage Alternatives 

Study, Walla Walla Pump Exchange, Metering, 

Odessa Subarea, Supplemental Feed Route, 

Lake Roosevelt Supplemental Environmental 

Impact Statement (SEIS), Crab Creek SEIS, 

Frenchman Hills Construction, Yakima 

Storage Study, Fish & Wildlife Project Support, 

Conservation Commission staff, Legislative 

Report Forecasting, and Yakima Basin Water 

Supply projects. 

 



• Find alternatives to groundwater for agricultural users in 
the Odessa groundwater subarea 
 

• Develop sources of water supply for pending water right 
applications 
 

• Create new uninterruptible supply of water for interruptible 
water right holders 
 

• Meet new municipal, domestic, industrial and irrigation 
water needs of the basin 
 

•  Develop water for instream purposes 



Demand Type Estimated Volume  

(ac-ft) 

Source 

2030 Irrigation Demand (new 

irrigation, Odessa replacement, 

Yakima Basin supply, and 

Columbia River interruptibles) 

800,000 – 1.1 Million  

WSU Integrated Model, Odessa 

EIS, Yakima EIS, and Ecology 

2001 Drought Database 

2030 New Municipal Demand 

(including municipally-supplied 

commercial and self-supplied 

domestic) 

108,500 WSU Integrated Model 

Unmet Tributary Instream Flows 500,000 

Ecology Data, tributaries with 

adopted instream flows, 2001 

drought year 

2030 New Hydropower Demand 0 
WSU Surveys and Planning 

Forecast Review 



  







• OCR agreement with Pend Oreille County PUD to convert 

former hydropower facility to water supply operation. 
 

• Creates 14,000 ac-ft of additional supply in NE counties. 

- 9,333 ac-ft for out-of-stream uses (at least 50% for 

municipals) 

- 4,667 ac-ft for instream uses 
 

• Schedule:  2012-2014 releases,  

with permits starting in 2012 



• Water Supply 

- Market driven reallocation of water 

- Enhanced conservation 

- Surface storage 

- Aquifer storage (passive and active recovery) 

 

• System operation  

modifications 

 

• Watershed/fish habitat  

improvements 

 

• Fish passage 
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For more information, visit: 

www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/wr/cwp/crwmp.html  


