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The Western States Federal Agency Support 

Team (WestFAST) is a collaboration between 12 

Federal agencies with water management 

responsibilities in the West. WestFAST was 

established to support the Western States Water 

Council (WSWC), and the Western Governors 

Association (and Western Partners in general) in 

coordinating Federal efforts regarding water 

resources.





MEMBERSHIP 
AND 

EXECUTIVE 
LEADERSHIP 
COMMITTEE

• 21 MEMBERS

• EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

• PATRICK LAMBERT (USGS)  – CHAIR

• EXECUTIVE COUNCIL – PAT LAMBERT 

(USGS), KEVIN WERNER (NOAA), AND 

ROGER GORKE (EPA)

• WESTFAST LIAISON – DEB LAWLER, BOR 



WESTFAST MEMBERSHIP

• CHRIS CARLSON (USFS) ASSISTANT DIRECTOR FOR WATER AND AQUATIC  

RESOURCES

• MICHAEL EBERLE (USFS) MICHAEL NATIONAL WATER USES AND RIGHTS 

PROGRAM LEADER WASHINGTON OFFICE, WATERSHED, FISH, WILDLIFE, AIR AND 

RARE PLANTS STAFF

• MIKE STROBEL (NRCS) DIRECTOR, NATIONAL WATER AND CLIMATE CENTER 

• HEATHER HOFMAN (NRCS ALTERNATE) NATURAL RESOURCES SPECIALIST 

NATIONAL WATER AND CLIMATE CENTER

• KEVIN WERNER (NOAA, WESTFAST FORMER CHAIR) DIRECTOR, SCIENCE AND 

RESEARCH NORTHWEST FISHERIES SCIENCE CENTER

• VEVA DEHEZA (NOAA/NIDIS) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL INTEGRATED 

DROUGHT INFORMATION SYSTEM

• ED CLARK (NOAA/NWS) DIRECTOR, NATIONAL WATER CENTER & DEPUTY 

DIRECTOR OFFICE OF WATER PREDICTION OFFICE OF HYDROLOGIC 

DEVELOPMENT

• MARISSA MCINNIS (DOD) PROGRAM DIRECTOR, WATER RESOURCES AND 

CLIMATE RESILIENCE

• LAUREN DEMPSEY (DOD ALTERNATE) WATER MANAGER UNITED STATES AIR 

FORCE 1690 AIR FORCE PENTAGON WASHINGTON

• STEPHEN BARTELL (DOJ) ASSISTANT CHIEF, NATURAL RESOURCES SECTION

• ADA BENAVIDES (USACE) SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR PLANNING AND POLICY 

DIVISION HEADQUARTERS

• BOB BOYD (BLM) CHIEF, ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING BRANCH NATIONAL 

OPERATIONS CENTER

• DEB LAWLER (RECLAMATION FEDERAL LIAISON OFFICER TO WSWC AND 

WESTFAST) SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

• FORREST “ED” HARVEY (NPS) CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES DIVISION

• MIKE HIGGINS (USF&WS) WATER RESOURCES COORDINATOR NATIONAL 

WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

• MINDI DALTON (USGS) DEPUTY DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PROGRAMMING AND 

PLANNING WATER MISSION AREA

• PATRICK LAMBERT (USGS, WESTFAST CHAIR) INTEGRATED WATER 

AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENTS (IWAAS) PROGRAM MANAGERS, WATER MISSION

AREA

• MCHALE, TIMOTHY (USGS ALTERNATE) SENIOR SCIENCE ADVISOR, WATER 

MISSION AREA

• ROGER GORKE (EPA) SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR, OFFICE OF WATER

• BRAD DOORN (NASA) PROGRAM MANAGER, WATER RESOURCES

• FORREST MELTON (NASA ALTERNATE) ASSOCIATE PROGRAM MANAGER, 

WATER RESOURCES,



“… promote and facilitate coordination among 

federal agencies, and between the states and 

federal agencies and to help plan and implement 

collaborative efforts.”



WESTFAST 
PRIORITIES 

• CONTINUE TO DEVELOP AND ENHANCE LINES OF 

COMMUNICATION, AWARENESS OF THE NEED FOR AND 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PROACTIVE COLLABORATION, AND TO 

DEVELOP EFFECTIVE WORKING RELATIONSHIPS

• DROUGHT RESILIENCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

• FACILITATING WORKPLANS/ACTION PLANS FROM 

PRESIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM ON WATER IN THE WEST 

• MAINTAINING COMMUNICATION FROM STATE PARTNERS TO 

WESTFAST TO WESTFAST AGENCY PRINCIPALS

• WESTFAST GOVERNANCE AND LIAISON POSITION 

RECRUITMENT 



EXECUTIVE ORDER ON MODERNIZING AMERICA’S 
WATER RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AND WATER 

INFRASTRUCTURE

Executive departments and agencies (agencies) that engage in water-related 

matters, including water storage and supply, water quality and restoration 

activities, water infrastructure, transportation on our rivers and inland 

waterways, and water forecasting, must work together where they have joint 

or overlapping responsibilities. This order will ensure that agencies do that 

more efficiently and effectively to improve our country’s water resource 

management, modernize our water infrastructure, and prioritize the 

availability of clean, safe, and reliable water supplies.



INFRASTRUCTURE





WESTFAST SPECIAL TOPIC WEBINAR SERIES

• JULY 29, 2020: EPA’S WATER INFRASTRUCTURE FINANCE AND INNOVATION ACT 
(WIFIA) PROGRAM

• AUGUST 25, 2020: UPDATE ON THE WESTERN STATES WATER COUNCIL WATER 
DATA EXCHANGE (WADE) 2.0

• SEPTEMBER 23, 2020: ENERGY-WATER-EMISSIONS DASHBOARD (JULIAN FULTON, 
PHD, CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, SACRAMENTO, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES)

• SEPTEMBER 29, 2020: OPEN ET (FORREST MELTON, NASA)

• WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2020, 10:00AM MDT: THE BUREAU OF RECLAMATION’S 
PRIZE COMPETITIONS PROGRAM

• WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2020, 10:00AM MST: THE BUREAU OF 
RECLAMATION’S TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM

• TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2020, 1:00PM MST: SALINITY IN THE WESTERN UNITED 
STATES

https://www.westernstateswater.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/October-21-2020-FINAL-WestFAST-Webinar-Announcement-Reclamations-Prize-Competition-Program.pdf
https://www.westernstateswater.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/November-18-2020-FINAL-WestFAST-Webinar-Announcement-USBRs-Transportation-Program.pdf


QUESTIONS


