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Who Needs a Water Use Permit?
▪ "Beneficial use" means the use of such quantity of stream or 

groundwater when reasonable intelligence and reasonable diligence are 
exercised in its application for a lawful purpose and as is economically 
necessary for that purpose. Beneficial uses include but are not limited 
to municipal, industrial, agricultural, irrigation, mining, commercial, 
power, recreation, fish and wildlife, etc.

▪ Any person, firm, corporation, state or federal governmental agency, or 
subdivision thereof, intending to acquire the right to beneficial use of any 
water shall, before commencing any construction for such purposes or 
before taking the same from any constructed works, make an application 
to the Board [82:105.9] for a permit to appropriate such water. Water for 
domestic use, as defined herein, is exempt from such filing.

See OAC 785:30-1-2; 785:30-1-4;
785:20-1-2; 785:20-1-6



Domestic Use
▪ The use of water by a natural individual or by a family or household for 

household purposes, for farm and domestic animals up to the normal grazing 
capacity of the land whether or not the animals are actually owned by such 
natural individual or family, and for the irrigation of land not exceeding a 
total of three (3) acres in area for the growing of gardens, orchards, and 
lawns [82:1020.1(2)]. Domestic use also includes:(1) the use of water for 
agriculture purposes by natural individuals, (2) use of water for fire 
protection, and (3) the use of water by non-household entities for drinking 
water purposes, restroom use, and the watering of lawns, provided that the 
amount of groundwater used for any such purposes does not exceed five 
acre-feet per year.

NO PERMIT
REQUIRED

See OAC 785:30-1-2;
785:20-1-2

NO WATER USE 
REPORTING



Water Use Reporting

▪ Required for long-term permits.

▪ Annual amount (acre-feet or gallons per year).

▪ Metering is not required.

▪ Annual water use packet mailed January of each year.  
March 15th deadline.  April 15th late fee deadline. 

▪ Late fee packet mailed September of each year.

▪ Annual $25 GW permit & $75 SW permit admin fee.

See §82-1020.12; OAC 785:30-5-9;
785:30-5-2(c); 785:5







Water Rights Database 
Application

▪ Developed in-house

▪ Uses Visual Basic.Net 4.0 

▪ Back-end data storage 
through Oracle 11g R1.

▪ Crystal Reports

▪ Data is used to generate 
water use forms and 
invoices and interactive 
ArcGIS maps.



Why Do We Care?
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Concluding Thoughts



Challenges
▪ Water use database age and complexity.

▪ Quality assurance

▪ Domestic use assumptions

▪ No framework for reporting per well or per diversion point.

▪ Municipalities reporting per permit vs full system.

▪ Compliance – revalidation, cancellation reductions, 
insufficient data, overuse, etc.



The Future

▪ Administrative penalty increase (effective 11/1/2022).

▪ Water use questionnaire updates (forthcoming).

▪ Intent-to-Drill (forthcoming).
▪ Water use database overhaul tied to other departments.

▪ Online water use reporting (future).
▪ WISR project generated the business requirements and 

potential webpage mockups.
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