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Western States Water 
Council WOTUS 
Position #481

• Need for a durable rule

• Clarity in rule and in 
process

• Principles of cooperative 
federalism

• Recognizes regional 
differences

……….NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Congress and the 
Administration should ensure that any federal effort to clarify or define CWA 
jurisdiction and define Waters of the United States:

• Creates an enduring and broadly supported definition

• Provides for mapping of jurisdictional waters as a joint 
federal/state/tribal effort employing the best available data and tools, 
with appropriate provisions and processes for map maintenance.

• Recognizes the need to balance definitional clarity with flexibility in 
implementation to address the unique landscapes, flow regimes, and 
legal frameworks in various regions of the Nation and appropriately 
weighs all factors of science, law, and effective policy to draw 
jurisdictional conclusions that are appropriate, and that do not impinge 
on the rights of States.

• Considers a regional approach to the definitions of terms for 
foundational and any categorical waters in the rule including terms such 
as “relatively permanent” and “significant nexus” and defines regions 
building upon existing classification systems based on hydrology, 
geology, and climate.



WOTUS 
Regional 
Concept
Workshop
Series

WOTUS regional concept pre-workshop 1: 
Regional classification schemes

• June 21, 2022, 10:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Mountain Time, via Zoom

WOTUS regional approach pre-workshop 2: 
Operationalizing regional concepts in 
western states

• July 11, 2022, 10:30 am – 1:30 pm 
Mountain Time, via Zoom

WOTUS regional concept policy workshop: 
Western States Water Council Summer 
Meeting

• August 2, 2022, 8:30am – 5:00 pm 
Mountain Time, Poulson, MT



Workshop
Series
Goals

• Explore regional classification schemes 
that could be applied to WOTUS.

• Explore tools that could be used within a 
regional context to define WOTUS in western 
states.

• Provide states and federal partners an 
opportunity to learn from one another and 
explore regional concepts in more depth.

• Propose a collaborative process to 
incorporate regional approaches into the 
WOTUS rule and implementation

• Prepare a technical white paper Applicability 
of regional classification schemes and tools 
to WOTUS rule and implementation.



Workshop 
Tools

Zoom

Interactive Map of regional 
schemes

LucidSpark whiteboard

PollEverywhere Survey



Zoom tools



Interactive Map



Virtual Whiteboard



Group Survey



Thank you!

• WestFAST
• Heather Hofman, NRCS
• Roger Gorke, EPA

• Speakers
• Kim Jones, USGS
• Brian Topping, EPA
• Kyle Gordon, USACE
• Drew Kinney, NRCS

• Western States Water Council Staff
• Adel Abdullah and Ryan James –

Development of Interactive Map

• All participants!

• Western States Water Council WOTUS
workshop planning group
• Anna Pakenham Stevenson, MT
• Trevor Baggiore, AZ
• Lauren Discoll, WA
• Jennifer Carr, NV
• Jennifer Zygmunt, WY
• Eric Hargett, WY
• Shelly Lemon, NM
• Jeff Cowley, WY
• Jennifer Verleger, ND
• Jennifer Wigal, OR
• Jerry Rigby, ID
• Tony Willardson, WSWC
• Michelle Bushman, WSWC
• Erica Gaddis, WSWC


