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Alaska - Parts of the state are experiencing significant flooding due to massive ice jams after a 
cold, snowy winter.  https://www.ktoo.org/2023/05/19/ice-jam-floods-continue-to-plague-
alaska-river-communities/
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Missouri River Basin – Northern Wyoming
These basins had near to above median SWE on May 1, but have melted rapidly and 
now have below median SWE remaining. It’s also been a dry May, particularly in the 
western part of the state.  Below is SWE as % of median, May 18.



Missouri River Basin - Upper South Platte
This basin was one of the drier areas in the west this winter. Peak SWE and current 
values are below median, but the basin has experienced above median precipitation 
so far during May.

Upper South 
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Eastern Great Basin in Utah

Still a lot of snow at high elevations near Salt Lake City. Many sites still have much more snow 
than at typical peak SWE

Little Cottonwood Basin



Great Basin 
May 1 forecast at 50% exceedance is for record streamflow volume at numerous locations



Western Great Basin in Nevada

Below graph is based on seven SNOTEL sites associated with the Walker River Basin, as of 
May 21, 2023.



Below graph is based on twelve SNOTEL sites associated with the Upper Carson in
California and Nevada, as of May 22, 2023.
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May 1, 2023





https://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/ftpref/support/stf/





Lower Colorado River Basin
Record high runoff (mid-March through mid-May) for the Virgin, Oak Creek, Tonto, 
Verde, and Little Colorado Rivers.



(Colorado Sun, May 9, 2023)

Impacts to Runoff:
Dust on Snow



Impacts to Runoff:
High Temperatures







Westwide Reservoir Storage – May 1, 2023

AZ           CO            ID            MT          NM           NV            OR           UT           WA         WY



https://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-
progs/products/rescond.pdf







WEBSITES:

NEW

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs-initiatives/sswsf-
snow-survey-and-water-
supply-forecasting-
program

OLD

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
wps/portal/wcc/home/

Thank You!
cara.s.mccarthy@usda.gov
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