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21 day Precipitation Percent NRCS 1991-2020 Median May 1, 2023 - May 21, 2023
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Alaska - Parts of the state are experiencing significant flooding due to massive ice jams after a
cold, snowy winter. https://www.ktoo.org/2023/05/19/ice-jam-floods-continue-to-plague-
alaska-river-communities/
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Missouri River Basin — Northern Wyoming

These basins had near to above median SWE on May 1, but have melted rapidly and
now have below median SWE remaining. It’s also been a dry May, particularly in the
western part of the state. Below is SWE as % of median, May 18.
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Missouri River Basin - Upper South Platte
This basin was one of the drier areas in the west this winter. Peak SWE and current
values are below median, but the basin has experienced above median precipitation

so far during May.
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Eastern Great Basin in Utah

Still a lot of snow at high elevations near Salt Lake City. Many sites still have much more snow

than at typical peak SWE
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Great Basin

May 1 forecast at 50% exceedance is for record streamflow volume at numerous locations

Forecast Volume,
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Western Great Basin in Nevada

Below graph is based on seven SNOTEL sites associated with the Walker River Basin, as of
May 21, 2023.
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Below graph is based on twelve SNOTEL sites associated with the Upper Carson in
California and Nevada, as of May 22, 2023.
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Map of flood and high flow condition (United States)

(37 streamgages are in flood)
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Snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Snow to Flow Relationship for Green R at Green River, UT

Link to data: C5V 7 JSON
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snow Water Equivalent (in.)

Snow to Flow Relationship for Colorado R nr Cisco
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Discharge, cubic feet per second

USG5 89188588 COLORADO RIVER MEARAR CISCO, UT
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Lower Colorado River Basin
Record high runoff (mid-March through mid-May) for the Virgin, Oak Creek, Tonto,
Verde, and Little Colorado Rivers.

2 month Adjusted Volume, Observed Records (1991-2020) March 16, 2023 - May 15, 2023
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(Colorado Sun, May 9, 2023)

Impacts to Runoff:
Dust on Snow

he layer of dust, much of which came from a dust event on April 3, is clearly visible in the Castle
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Probability of Exceedence (POE) Maps

Impacts to Runoff: for Jun-Jul-Aug 2023

High Temperatures

AlM

450

40M

35K

A0M

25M

Temperature Forecast

= T . A

+ ancmaly
——  — ancmaly

¥ -
R

NWS MCEP / CPC

o~
1200 100% B

-F5-15 -1 —0R-06-04-005-01 01 0F 04 048 0.8 1 1.5 +~.4




Tt e

72-Hour Day 1-3 QPF

WValid 122 Tue May 23 2023
Thru 122 Fri May 26 2023
lssued: 10032 Tue May 23 2023
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAANWS/NCEP/WPC

|
C

-
b 55 ¢

L
- l'tl. .
= iy
s\
""l-.[.‘ d:.
£ r
- T =



168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF
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Westwide Reservoir Storage — May 1, 2023
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CURRENT RESERVOIR CONDITIONS

CALIFORNIA MAJOR WATER SUPPLY RESERVOIRS Midnight - May 23, 2023
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Colorado River states announce
breakthrough water sharing deal

May 22,2023 - 2202 PMET
Heard on All Things Considered

By Kirk Siegler

Water managers in Arizona, California and Nevada have agreed on a plan to

cut their water use by well over a third of the entire traditional flow of the

Colorado River through the seven states that rely on it. The federal
government will pay some $1.2 billion dollars to cities, irrigation districts and

EE—
Native American tribes if they temporarily use less water.

The deal, which only runs through the end of 2026, amounts to the largest

reductions of water use in modern times and are very likely to require

significant water restrictions for farms and residents across the Southwest.



In FY2023, Congress allocated $16.751M to SSWSF. This marks a 76.5% increase over the FY22 budget. The
Senate Congressional Record, S7825, December 20, 2022, states the following:

“The agreement provides 516,751,000 for the Snow Survey and Water Forecasting Program ...

The agreement provides an increase of 57,000,000 to expand NRCS Snow Telemetry Network, of
which 51,000,000 is for a study, fﬂllﬂwing_m“siﬂn
of the SNOTEL automated mountain weather monitoring network to the northeastern United
States. The agreement also encourages consideration of expansion into the Alpine zone of

glaciated mountain ranges, and consideration of working with university, tribal, and non-profit
partners on the installation and maintenance of such SNOTEL sites.*”
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{ome > Programs & Initiatives > Snow Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Program

JRCS hydrologists manage a comprehensive network of manually-measured snow courses and automated Snow Telemetry (SH

nonitoring sites throughout the West, manage the data collection process, and estimate the runoff that will occur when it melt:

program
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Quick Links Snow & Climate Monitoring Water Supply Climate Support Data Access Help About Us

Welcome to the National Water and Climate Center

As part of the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, the National Water and Climate Center supports the Snow
Survey and Water Supply Forecasting Program and Soil Climate Analysis Network {SCAN) Pilot Program for the U5

Current Conditions: Snow Water Equivalent | Precipitation | Streamflow
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs-initiatives/sswsf-snow-survey-and-water-supply-forecasting-program
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/wcc/home/
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