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The Western States Federal Agency Support 

Team (WestFAST) is a collaboration between 15 

Federal agencies with water resources 

responsibilities in the West. WestFAST was 

established to support the Western States Water 

Council (WSWC), and the Western Governors 

Association (and Western Partners in general) in 

coordinating and leveraging Federal programs 

and efforts regarding water resources.





WestFAST MEMBERSHIP
• CHRIS CARLSON (USFS, WESTFAST VICE CHAIR) ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 

FOR WATER AND AQUATIC  RESOURCES

• MICHAEL EBERLE (USFS) NATIONAL WATER USES AND RIGHTS 

PROGRAM LEADER WASHINGTON OFFICE, 

• MADELINE FRANKLIN (USBR, WESTFAST LIAISON)

• HEATHER HOFMAN (NRCS) NATURAL RESOURCES SPECIALIST 

NATIONAL WATER AND CLIMATE CENTER

• BRUSBERG, MARK (OCE) CHIEF METEOROLOGIST OFFICE OF THE 

CHIEF ECONOMIST, USDA 

• LAUREN DEMPSEY (DOD) WATER MANAGER UNITED STATES AIR 

FORCE

• TRAVIS YONTS (BOR) MANAGEMENT ANALYST

• STEPHEN BARTELL (DOJ) ASSISTANT CHIEF, NATURAL RESOURCES 

SECTION

• PAULA CUTILLO (BLM) SENIOR WATER RESOURCES SPECIALIST, 

DIVISION OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION, AQUATICS, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

• JOE CASOLA, PH.D. (NOAA) REGIONAL CLIMATE SERVICES DIRECTOR, 

WESTERN REGION

• FORREST “ED” HARVEY (NPS) CHIEF, WATER RESOURCES 

DIVISION

• JARON MING (FWS) - NATURAL RESOURCES PROGRAM 

CENTER

• ABEL, CHAD (FWS) NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES 

COORDINATOR, NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE SYSTEM

• MINDI DALTON (USGS) DEPUTY DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF 

PROGRAMMING AND PLANNING WATER MISSION AREA

• JOHN MORENO (USACE) PROGRAMS DIRECTOR, USACE 

SOUTH PACIFIC DIVISION

• ROGER GORKE (EPA, WESTFAST CHAIR) SENIOR POLICY 

ADVISOR, OFFICE OF WATER

• BRAD DOORN (NASA) PROGRAM MANAGER, WATER 

RESOURCES

• FORREST MELTON (NASA) ASSOCIATE PROGRAM MANAGER, 

WATER RESOURCES

• JOHN POWDERLY (FEMA)  MITIGATION DIVISION, FEMA 

REGION 9



“… promote and facilitate coordination among 

federal agencies, and between the states and 

federal agencies and to help plan and implement 

collaborative efforts.”



WESTFAST 
ACTIVITIES 

&
VALUE

• WILDFIRE AND WATER RESOURCES

• SUCCESSFUL WEBINAR SERIES

• UPCOMING WEBINARS

• PUMPED STORAGE

• RESTORATIONS AND WATER RIGHTS

• WESTFAST LIAISON

• THANK YOU, HEATHER!!!

• TRANSITIONED FROM LIAISON TO NRCS REPRESENTATIVE

• MADELINE FRANKLIN 

• ON BOARD SINCE JANUARY 2023

• RESOURCE FOR 

• PROGRAM INFORMATION

• OPPORTUNITY IDENTIFICATION

• ISSUE RESOLUTION


