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Fort Belknap Indian Community
of the Fort Belknap Reservation of Montana

Homeland to the 
Assiniboine (Nakoda) and Gros Ventre (Aaniiih) Tribes
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7 Reservations in Montana

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Indian%20Education%20101/Reservati
ons%20with%20Counties%20map.pdf

Seven Reservations in Montana



FORT BELKNAP RESERVATION
HYDROLOGIC BASINS



President Jeffrey Stiffarm with State Partner, Montana Lt. Gov. Kristen 
Juras, testifying on July 12, 2023, at the Senate Committee on Indian 

Affairs; with Councilmen Brian Wing and Gino LeValdo providing 
additional support.
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Key Features of the FBIC 
Reserved Water Rights Settlement:

A Rural Infrastructure Bill

• Ratify the 2001 Fort Belknap-Montana Water Compact
• Rehabilitate and expand the Fort Belknap Indian Irrigation 

Projects
• Improve the Tribal Domestic Water and Sewer Systems & 

develop the Lake Elwell Project to ensure safe and clean 
domestic water across the Reservation
• Establish the Tribal Water Rights and Resources Department
• Return Ancestral lands to the FBIC
• Rehabilitate a portion of the Milk River Project to ensure a 

sufficient and reliable water supply in the Milk River to protect 
both existing non-Indian state water users and expanding Tribal 
water use.
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