
WSWC Business Meeting
Full Council

Washington, DC • Apr 23, 2026
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Agenda • Apr 23, 2026

9:00 am Welcome & Introductions - Julie Cunningham, Chair & J.D. Strong

9:15 am Discussion: Administration & Congress - J.D. & Michelle Bushman

11:00 am Committee Breakouts - Committee Chairs

11:45 am Committee Reports - Committee Chairs

12:00 pm Buffet Lunch @ Reservoir Center

1:00 pm Discussion: Priorities for Activities, Webinars, Workshops & Task 
Groups - J.D. & Michelle

2:00 pm Full Council Vote: New, Consolidated, & Sunsetting Positions – J.D.

2:30 pm Executive Committee Meeting (closed) - Chair Cunningham

4:30 pm Close/Adjourn - Chair Cunningham
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Welcome & Introductions
9:00-9:15 am   |   Cunningham & Strong
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• Welcome & Introductions

• Approval of San Pedro Minutes
• Joint Committee Meetings
• Full Council Meeting

• Staff Update
• Farm Bill letter 4/22; other policy letters
• Searchable Legislation Update
• Advocacy Brochure & Policy Webpage
• Newsletter Changes
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Discussion: Admin & Congress
9:15-11:00 am   |   Strong & Bushman
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• Takeaways from Hill Visits

• Takeaways from Data Center Meeting

• Takeaways from 4/22 Roundtable

• Advocacy & Collaboration Priorities for 2026

• Topics to address at 4/24 WestFAST Principals Meeting
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Hill Visits

• Farm Bill ($1B cuts to EQIP-impacts West, Title II precision ag focus) 
(FSA prevent plant program - snow drought not a qualifying event this 
year)

• Future of Landsat (finding a federal home, commercial options)
• Colorado River (Senate caucus considering action; funding increase 

$50M to $100M)
• Data Center bill (WSWC potential to review language)
• Great Salt Lake (Maloy looking for Bear River support ID, WY, and NV, 

CO)
• S2S (encouraging NOAA to follow directive in approps report 

language)
• Don’t count out Dems’ ability to attach water project earmarks
• Indian Water Rights Settlements ~ $20M/yr to work with
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Data Center Meeting Highlights
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● Data Centers consider an energy time horizon (5-15 years) for construction, but not a water supply time 
horizon (TX reality check: 15-30 years)

● Various reasons for lack of information sharing

○ Industry competition (NDAs, redacted details)

○ Outreach to local Economic Development Centers or city councils or landowners that omit water 
agencies and keep agreements confidential to reduce opportunities for opposition; focus on new jobs, 
tax base, available land; not water-energy resources

● Data center industry perceives public objections as fueled by well-funded misinformation about the impact 
of AI on jobs (data centers used for much more than AI)

○ Rural neighbors in water stressed areas worry about existing conservation requirements cutting even 
deeper when a local farmer sells their property + water rights to a data center company with the 
money to dig deeper wells.

● Data centers investing in substantial public infrastructure—including water treatment plants, transmission 
lines, and resilience projects—and some even purchase water rights to return to the public system
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Roundtable Takeaways

Administration (WPC): 

• Flag WPC collaboration when meeting with multiple agencies
• Leveraging partnerships with states (training, priority 

projects/data needs, technical assistance)
• Data, infrastructure, MOUs, agency core competencies, 

right-sizing regs (303(d))

Congress: 

• Big vehicles (Farm Bill Lite, America Great Outdoors Act, NDAA, 
Approps, IWR settlements)
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Advocacy & Collaboration Priorities for 
2026
• Data & Forecasting
• Infrastructure
• Indian Water Rights Settlements
• Farm Bill
• Drought
• Clean Water Act 
• Energy & Water
• Good Sam
• Other
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WestFAST Principals’ Meeting Friday

What do we want to follow up on?
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Committee Breakouts
11:00-11:45 am   |   Committee Chairs
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• Review new policy format & workflow

• Review & discussion of sunsetting & 
consolidated positions

• Review of any carryover workplan tasks 
& discussion priorities

• Recommendations for Full Council
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Committee Reports
11:45 am-12:00 pm   |   Committee Chairs
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• Water Resources – Ria Berns, Alt. Chair

• Legal – Chris Brown, Chair

• Water Quality – Jennifer Zygmut, Chair
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Priorities: Activities, Webinars, Workshops & 
Task Groups (slide 1 of 3)
1:00- 2:00 pm   |   Strong & Bushman
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• Data Centers
• States Workshop on Data Centers (new laws, water reuse 

regs)
• WestFAST webinars (DOE, Lincoln, other?)
• Joining discussion w/sister organizations
• Commenting on federal draft language (Rep. Bice)

• WOTUS and Waters of the State (post-Sackett)
• States Workshop to share experiences, permitting, 

statutes
• Indian Water Rights Settlements 

• Hill visits (virtual/in person); advocacy with NARF
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Priorities: Activities, Webinars, Workshops & 
Task Groups (slide 2 of 3)
1:00- 2:00 pm   |   Strong & Bushman
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• Data & Forecasting
• USGS Streamgages
• Data needs going up, funding going down

• Infrastructure
• SRFs advocacy
• hydropower, rural development

• Water Reuse
• States Workshop/webinars on direct/indirect potable reuse 

(aquifer recharge, data centers)
• Non-tribal Reserved Water Rights

• State-Federal Workshop on MOUs/cooperative relationships
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Priorities: Activities, Webinars, Workshops & 
Task Groups (slide 3 of 3)
1:00- 2:00 pm   |   Strong & Bushman
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• Farm Bill
• Drought
• Good Sam
• Strat Plan/Committee Workplan cleanup?
• Updating the WSWC Rules of Organization
• Other?
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Policy Position Votes
2:00 - 2:30 pm   |   Committee Chairs
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• Data Position – Water Resources Committee

• Infrastructure Position – Water Resources Committee

• Revised SRF Position – Jennifer Zygmunt, WQ Cmte Chair

• #490 Tribal WQS – Jennifer Zygmunt, WQ Cmte Chair

• #499 Fed Preemption – Chris Brown, Legal Cmte Chair

• #503 Fed Rules & Regs – Chris Brown, Legal Cmte Chair
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Executive Committee Meeting
2:30 - 4:30 pm   |   Cunningham & Strong
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• Director Performance & Contract Review – Candace 
Hasenyager, Secretary-Treasurer

• Budget Update – Hasenyager & Strong

• Strategic Plan Update – Strong

• WaDE/WestDAAT Update – Strong

• Meeting Rotation Schedule – Strong & Bushman

• DC Meeting Evaluation – Strong & Bushman

• Summer Meeting Topics – Strong & Bushman
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Budget Update
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Strategic Plan Update
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Strategic Plan Update

19

Glimpse into staff’s world! 
(Tasks tied to Strategic Plan 

goals, date/completion 
tracking, etc.)
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WaDE/WestDAAT Update
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• Lincoln Institute agreed to pay for 6-mo runway

• Need to execute Agreement and/or invoice

• Will revise webpage to caveat last update + note our lack 
of maintenance/monitoring
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Meeting Rotation Schedule

2026 Meeting Dates

• July 13-17 Summer Virtual Meetings
• Business meetings on July 14-16

• Oct 21-23 Fall Meeting in Las Cruces, 
NM
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DC Meeting Evaluation

What went well?

What can we improve?

Do you want to keep doing this?
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Summer Meeting Agenda

• Data & Forecasting
• Infrastructure
• Indian Water Rights Settlements
• Farm Bill
• Drought
• Clean Water Act 
• Energy & Water
• Good Sam
• Other?
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